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Brewer Community School

Brewer students have been enjoying the Extended School Year tremendously! This year’s ESY
theme is “Living Things in the Animal Kingdom.” Students made a beautiful poster with columns
comparing each animal category/classification chart (mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and
fish) and watched educational videos. They also participated in hands-on science experiments
learning about the basic needs of plants.

Students have been reading “Little Bear’s Visit” using various strategies for comprehension,
including determining the meaning of words in context and answering text-based questions,
while focusing on identifying the main idea and supporting details in a story. We are also
working through the Bilingual Grammar Curriculum, studying parts of speech.

In math, our students are working on operations to solve a variety of word problems. Our
kindergartener’s class is doing different themes each week for ESY. This week’s theme is
“Under the Rainbow,” so they are focusing on colors. All of their activities, such as sensory bins,
sorting games, and crafts are centered around the theme of the week.

Our ASL specialist discovered that food was an incredible motivator for our students! As such,
he incorporated ASL literacy goals into various fun contexts with storytelling and the preparation
and enjoyment of some yummy summer foods. Following written directions, stories, and
informational texts then discussing and interpreting them into an equivalent message in ASL is
an activity that strengthens facility in both languages.
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Middle School and High School - Erin Bunce, Coordinator

The MS/HS ESY program has been climbing high this month! The students have been actively 
engaged in learning about the Deaf mountain climbers, Shaya Unger and Scott Lehmann’s 
climbing journey as well as Roger Poulin’s journey of hiking the Appalachian Mountain trails. 
Julian Bartlett, Alicia Pieper and Brian Dieztel have been engaged in the powerful topic of 
having a goal and working towards that goal by using Scott, Shaya, Roger and C.J. Jone’s 
stories of accomplishments using a variety of non-fiction texts as well as videos. Will we one day 
see our students climbing mountains or hiking the Appalachian Trail? If they do, it is because 
they remember the lessons that Brian, Julian and Alicia shared this summer!

Part B Outreach - Donna Casavant, Coordinator

Things move at a slower pace in the summer months, especially in Outreach. I wish I had cool 
kids pictures to share. Unfortunately, I don’t. What I do have is:

Gratitude for the following people:
● To Outreach staff Christy LoCicero-Mackey, Shannon Locke, Jolene MacDonald and

Jennifer Sisto for staying connected with the 33 outreach students who have Extended
School Year (ESY) hours to be served. A shout out too for Cathy Glover, Linda
Koehler, Taylor Markie, and Dan DeLuca who are not outreach staff but serving an
important need with ESY.

● To Denise Adams whose support and experience are helping to shift Outreach
responsibilities to be more equitably assigned even when she is not officially working this
summer.

● To MaryJane Sturtevant who is navigating the shift of student folders as the students
transition to a new phase in their educational opportunities.

Welcome to Outreach to the following people. We’re a great team who just got even better by
your joining us.

● Kimberly Matthews-Hermans who will support Outreach and everyone else in her new
Assistant Director role.

● Agnes Adams, Katie Bucklin, Linda Koehler, Abby Kimball, and Taylor Markie who
are navigating a transition of their own from other teams to Outreach.

● Xavier Fonseca who will be filling David Hillier’s administrative assistant role as David
transitions to his new Tech position.

● Unfortunately, no welcome yet as far as I know, for Baby Burns, daughter of Leia Burns,
who has yet to make her great summer entrance to the MECDHH family

16



THE MAINE EDUCATIONAL CENTER FOR THE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING
GOVERNOR BAXTER SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF
One Mackworth Island, Falmouth, ME 04105

Now the boring stuff — As Outreach coordinator, I’ve been working (along with some help) on
the following exciting projects:

● Outreach Handbook
● Outreach Shared Drive
● Resource clean up
● Database(s) clean up
● Planning for a smooth 24-25 academic year.
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